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One Step Beyond …

Experience in using BeyondCompare



BeyondCompare and me …

• I am a BIG FAN of this product
– Because I find it so useful in so many ways
– There is NO commercial relationship with Planit

• I’ve used it on site in different ways
– NHS with LoadRunner to help development– NHS with LoadRunner to help development
– Provident Financial for Regression
– ASB for Regression (Proof of Concept)
– For myself, version management/control

• It costs peanuts vs. it’s usefulness
– $30 USD for an individual licence



All round capability
Version comparison –
and synchronisation

Really complex 
comparison problems 
(LoadRunner 
correlation)

Out of the box Out of the box 
comparison capability

Extend it / teach it 
about your comparison 
needs

Test assets/logs and 
intermediate files

Compare databases 
between regression 
tests ***

*** with a lot of help from RedGate tools on top



For Example: Regression

• Provident Financial (legacy systems)
– Established practice of automated execution
– And automated comparison, rolled their own

• Brand new system, .NET, IIS, SQLServer
– Can we repeat that success again please?– Can we repeat that success again please?

• Core requirements
– Check database content between releases
– Check intermediate files (feeds/interfaces)
– Check printed reports/PDFs
– Check everything else too (inc inputs, logs)



The comparison ‘shopping list’

Agency,
Banking,

CRM
interfaces

Printed reports
Now in PDF

format

Database
content

Test
Logs

Database
structure



Test States & Comparison

Prev release 
in START state

New release 
in START state

A D
Upgrade 

effect

Automated tests

Prev Release 
in END state

New Release 
in END state

B
F

regression 
effect

C EDifference

effect

System taken 
thru a business 
cycle (process 

weeks)



Let’s compare !

Agency,
Banking,

CRM
interfaces

Printed reports
Now in PDF

format

Agency,
Banking,

CRM
interfaces

Printed reports
Now in PDF

format

Database
content

Test
Logs

Database
structure

Database
content

Test
Logs

Database
structure

PREVIOUS

RELEASE

NEW

RELEASE



Basic thru to Advanced

• Basic use 
– What does it do ‘out of the box’ ?
– Folders & file formats

• Intermediate Use• Intermediate Use
– Add some intelligence with rules

• Advanced Use
– Handling difficult/unusual file formats

• With RegressionSuite testing
– e.g. Print Files/PDFs, Test Logs, Databases



The very basics …

• FOLDER comparison
– Structure and content

• Structure driven by name

• FILE comparison drill down
– From folder view– From folder view

• Options to filter out certain files
– e.g. stuff we want to ignore

• Options to focus on specifics
– Everything (default)
– Orphans and/or mismatches



Here we have focused our attention on just the diff erences, so any 

Basics: Key Functions

Here we have focused our attention on just the diff erences, so any 
orphans ( BLUE) are not shown. We are left with just 5 files (RED) in 
the Week 27 folder which have differences



C
olour coded status bar (nav)

Intermediate: Rules

Rules that say in effect “I don’t care 
what values appear after in the test 
time, cnfs etc. That’s why the file 
viewer shows those values in BLUE

But version is still important !

C
olour coded status bar (nav)



Advanced Use: PDF files

Now all files are named consistently between runs, so 
BeyondCompare can line up the files and show orphan s (BLUE) 
and genuine differences ( RED)



Ignore unimportant differences is turned ON

The Weeks value has changed between releases for THIS CLIP 
(segment 10006). It was 0 (F1_4F) but now its 1 (F1_4I Rollout) !



The summary view is across the entire Test Results Folder shows 
� fuzzy differences and significant differences



Recap on Colours

• What does BLUE mean?
– folder view = orphan files

• Orphan, means no matching file name (L v R)

– file view = unimportant difference
• Records or patterns we don’t care about (fuzzy)

• What does RED mean?
– folder view = mismatched content somewhere
– file view = significant difference

• Focus attention on these ‘errors’ (explain) 



Advanced Use

• What do we do if file format is unusual?
– May not open or compare files sensibly

• e.g. BACHO

• Use a ‘converter’ program• Use a ‘converter’ program
– On the fly it converts into a sensible format
– Converters from 3rd parties (PDF/HTML)

• Write your own?
– Any language will do, VB.NET or C# are good
– Well documented approach/guides



Comparing Databases ??

• BeyondCompare is designed for files
– In a whole variety of formats

• It doesn’t understand databases ‘as is’
– It needed help– It needed help

• RedGate tools do understand databases
• So …

– RedGate did the donkey work and …
– BeyondCompare does the comparison



How to compare (CRUD) ?

Database
at start

Data/tables Within a release Between releases

ADDITIONAL Information added 
during a single test

Did we still ADD the 
same information 
this time round?

READ (not Information not New static data (e.g. 

Database
at end

READ (not 
changed)

Information not 
altered during a 
single test (static)

New static data (e.g. 
parameters)

UPDATED Changes applied 
during a single test

Did we update 
consistently between 
releases ( regression )

DELETED Data no longer 
relevant (most 
deletes are actually 
logical UPDATES)

Did we remove any 
data between 
releases (a patch)



Differences between 
DIFFERENCES could 
just mean new CR/PD
or … bug

25 significant differences, we can see at a glance its some of the  
CLIPs and certain tables that are the key items to investigate

Differences between 
IDENTICALS could just 
mean new ref data



Key bug introduced in 4x before UK Rollout, changed SP was 
wiping out ‘Installment Periods To Date’



Summary

• Check it out yourself for 30 days
– www.scootersoftware.com

• Find a use for it and trial it on site
– Tactical and strategic usage– Tactical and strategic usage

• Make a business case
– Cost vs. benefits

• It’s been a life-saver or safety net
• It can be valuable part of your test lab


